
      Bruce Scott was born in 1941 in Everton, Liverpool, an ‘FBI’ or foreign-born Irish: his 
maternal grandparents were Dublin Catholics and on his father’s side the family were 
Derry Protestants. The oldest of six children, Bruce was lucky to survive the blitz in 
Liverpool, when at the age of two months, his home in Towson Street was bombed. His 
uncle, Jimmy Ferns, who eventually died from injuries received in the bomb blast, drew a 
cross of soot on the infant Bruce’s forehead, and that and the whisky added to his bottle 
of milk by his mother, are reputed to have pulled the tiny baby through an horrific 
experience which led him to scream continuously for six months, and the doctors to rate 
his chances of survival as minimal. Bruce reckons fighting for more whisky is what kept 
him alive!

My Colleen by the Shore

       Bruce’s early years were spent on the 
move as his father was in the British Royal 
Navy, and the family followed him around to 
Edinburgh, the Firth of Forth, Cleethorpes and 
Portsmouth, returning to Everton after the War. 
Towson Street had gone, but the adjacent 
streets were still standing, so the community 
was able to maintain some cohesion. 
       From that period, Bruce recalls hearing his 
mother’s mother singing Irish ballads and 
Percy French songs and other family members 
singing too: “I suppose the first song I ever got 
was Kevin Barry. I must have been a bit 
political when I was a kid - that was off my 
mother, she always sang it. I would have been 
about twelve maybe. In those days people 
would have dos in their houses and I’d be 
listening in. They used to have what they 
called ‘Jars Out’ after the pub, because the 
pubs shut at ten then, so they’d bring some 
drink back from the pub and the kids stayed up. 
There was no records or anything like that, it 
was always singing.”
       

Bruce in ‘Ye Old Cracke’ pub, Rice Street - 1980



























Bruce holds forth in the Liverpool Irish Centre - 1995
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